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South Florida inventors 
put ingenuity to work 

Innovative guitar stands, a freezable 
drink holder, an iPhone accessory that 
lights cigarettes, even a device that col
lects drinking water from the air. 

Whatever your need, it seems South 
Florida's inventors have not only come 
up with a solution but they're bringing 
them to market, if last weekend's In
ventors Society ofSouth Florida's annual 
expo is any gauge. 

"We [had] some really advanced 
things this year;' said Leo Mazur. presi
dent of the Inventors Society of South 
Florida "I'm very excited to see that" 

Formed in 1983 and based in Delray 

Beach, the Inventors Society of south 
Florida is a nonprofit that holds exlubits 
and seminars, sharing tips, resources 
and public exposure to help its nearly 
200 members further their innovations. 

Events like the expo can prove invalu
able to that end, Mazur said. Two iI'l
ventors showing their wares last week
end, for example, got strong leads in 
securing investors, and several others 
sold their products on the exlnbit floor to 
interested visitors. 

Go to Page 2G for four ofthe most 
interesting inventions. 

- Nicole Brochu 
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BY NICOLE BRoclro I Staff writer 

Ingenuity took center stage at the Palm Beach County Convention Center on 
Feh16, when nearly 400 people came outfor a peek a~ 70 inventions, with patents 
secured or in the works. While some products were already in stores, others were 
still in the design orproduction stages, and the Inventors Society ofSouth Flori
da's annual expo offered people a chance to getexposure and marketing input 
Here's a look atfour ofthe most unique ones developed by South Floridians. 

The iCap 
What Is It? An MP3 player with stereo 
speakers. voice recorder and FM tuner, 
mounted In the visor of a baseball cap. 
Who Invented It? Jeff Gesten of Lake 
Worth 
What does It do? It allows you to listen to 
music "on the go," without the hassle and 
potential danger of headphones. The 
"featherweight" device comes with two 
songs already downloaded (ABBA's 
"Dancing Queen" and Lady Antebe llum's 
"Just a Kiss"), 2 gigabytes of Internal 
memory and a slot for a 16-gigabyte SO 
card. Also Included: a belt clip, ear buds 
and a USB cord to download music. 
What Inspired It? Gesten said he went 
jogging one day wearing headphones "and 
almost got ki!led" by a car he d idn't hear 
passing by. An Inventor by trade, he 
decided to come up with a solution. "It's 
the safe way to listen to music when you're 
on the go because you can hear the t raffic." 
Gesten said. 
Where do I get It? It's not available at the 
moment. Fi rst produced In 2009, Gesten 
had 2,000 units made and sold almost all 
of them for $100. But the Chinese 
manufacturer won't make another batch 
unless Gesten orders 10,000 unit s, he said, 
so he's looking for an Investor. He did sell 
some leftover units at the Inventors expo 
for a discounted price of $30. 
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Mary Purcaro of West Palm Beach demonst rat es her invent ion, the Cuddle
cloth, at the Inventors Society of Sout h Florida's Resources 2013 Expo. 

Cuddlecloth/Cuddlepet 
What Is It? A bath t owel that ties around your neck. 
Who Invented It? Mary Purcaro of West Palm Beach 
What does It do? It allows you to stay dry while picking up a wet baby, or in 
the case of the Cuddlepet, a wet dog or cat. Just t ie the ends of t he towel 
around your neck, pick up your baby/ pet and, w ith one hand. untie the 
hood-shaped end and place it over the baby's (or pet 's) head. 
What Inspired It? Purcaro said fear of dropping her wet baby never left her, 
but It wasn't,untll her nephew was born t hat she began playing around with 
prototypes, sending t hem along to her sister-In-law to try. In 2010, she 
secured her f irst patent for the Cuddleclot h, and got another one for t he 
Cuddlepet In 2012. Corn)ng t his summer: t he reversible clot h-and-t ote in one. 
Where do I get It? Cuddlecloth.com. Retailing for $39.95, they can be found 
at Palm Beach Tots In Palm Beach Gardens and Tutti Bambini in South Miam i. 
The Cuddlecloth also is available on Amazon.com. 

ONLINE: South Florida Invent ors offer Insight into how their creations work, 
and how they came up with them. SunSentlnel.eomllnventlons 

GromSocial.com 
What Is It? A social media site for kids. 
Who Invented It? Zach Marks. whose 
fat her owns a Boca Raton beverage 
company. 
What does It do? The site offers a free, 
parent-monit ored social networking 
alternat ive for children 16 and younger. Like 
other social media sites, it allows users to 
create a profile, chat, post photos and 
videos, and play games. But unlike sites like 
Facebook or Instagram, GromSoclal.com 
also offers kid-friendlY safety tips, tut oring 
help. anti-bullying and ant hdrug/smoklng 
messages, and breaking news and video on 
healt h and f itness, gaming, sports and 
entertainment. Monitored by adult 
volunteers around the ciock, 
GromSoclal.com requires parents or 
guardians t o approve every friend their 
children com municate With, and Wreport 
cards" are emalled to parents detailing 
whom their kids Interacted with and what 
subjects were discussed. Members older 
than 16 would be identified as an adult and 
can only become a member with t he 
approval of anot her member's parent. 
Launched in July, the site has 16,400 
members. 
What Inspired It? Marks, of Melbourne 
Beach. got in trouble for having a Facebook 
account w ithout his parents' permission. 
Darren and Sarah Marks admit they know 
next t o not hing about the Internet , but 
when they found out t he kind of language 
and other adult content their son was 
being exposed to, they forbade him from 
t he site .." t old them, 'But there are no safe 
sites for kids,'" said Zach Marks, now 12. So 
he decided t o start one himself. 
Where can I get It? GromSocial.com. Kids 
can Join for f ree with a valid email address, 
home address and their parents' 
permission, confirmed byemailed 
authorization and after setting up a 
parent's account. 

http:GromSocial.com
http:GromSoclal.com
http:GromSoclal.com
http:GromSocial.com
http:Amazon.com
http:Cuddlecloth.com
mailto:nbrochu@b17mne.com
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TbeiCap 
What Is It? An MP3 player With stereo 
speakers, voice recorder and FM t uner; 
moullted In the visor of a baseball cap. 
Who Invented It? Jeff Gesten of Lake 
Worth 
What does It do? It allows you to listen to 
music ·on the go," w it hout t he hassle and 
potential danger of headphones. The 
"featherweight" device comes with two 
songs already downloaded (ABBA's 
~Danclng Queen" and Lady Antebellum's 
"Just a Kiss"), 2 gigabytes of Internal 
memory and a slot for a 16-gigabyte SD 
card. Al so Included: a belt clip, ear buds 
and a USB cord to dow nload music. 
What Inspired It? Gesten said he went 
jogging one day wearing headphones "and 
almost got killed" by a car he qidn't hear 
passing by. An invent or by t rade, he 
decided t o come up w ith a solut ion. "It's 
t he safe way to listen t o music when you're 
on the go because you can hear the traffic;' 
Gesten said. 
Where do I let It? It's not available at the 
moment . First produced in 2009, Gesten 
had 2,000 unit s made and sold almost all 
of them for $100. But the Chinese 
manufacturer won't make anot her batch 
unless Gest en orders 10,000 units, he said, 
so he's looking for an invest or. He did sell 
some leftover units at the inventors expo 
for a discounted price of $30. 
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Mary Purcaro of West Palm Beach demonstrates her invention, the Cuddle
clot h, at t he Invent ors Society of South Florida's Resources 2013 Expo. 

Cuddlecloth/Cuddlepet 
What Is It? A bath t owel that ties around your neck. 
Who Invented It? Mary Purcaro of West Palm Beach 
What does It do? It allows you to stay dry while picking up a wet baby, or in 
the case of the Cuddlepet, a wet dog or cat. Just tie the ends of the towel 
around your neck, pick up your baby/pet and, with one hand, untie the 
hood-shaped end and place it over the baby's (or pet's) head. 
What Inspired It? Purcaro said fear of dropping her wet baby never left her, 
but It wasn 't until her nephew was born t hat she began playing around with 
prototypes, sending them along t o her sister-in-law to t ry. In 2010, she 
secured her first patent for the Cuddlecloth, and got another one for the 
Cuddlepet In 2012. COrning this summer: the reversible c1oth-and-tote in one. 
Where do I let It? Cuddlecloth.com. Retailing for $39.95, they can be found 
at Palm Beach Tots in Palm Beach Gardens and Tutti Bambini in South Miami. 
The Cuddlecloth also is available on Amazon.com. 

ONLINE: South Florida inventors offer insight into how their creations work, 
and how they came up with them. SunSentlnel.comllnventlons 

ComfiHips 
What Is It? Undergarments, for men and women, fitted with honeycomb foam 
protection pads inserted in interior pockets on each hip. 
Who Invented It? Martin and Iris Onrot of Boynton Beach 
What does It do? It's designed to prevent fractures in seniors and others at high risk 
of falling. Made of lightweight material. the pads were designed and tested with the 
help of the University of Florida's Department of Applied Physiology and Kinesiology, 
the Onrots said. 
What Inspired It? Martin Onrot had been in product sales in the orthopedic field since 
1988. and one statistic always stuck with him. he said: About 24 percent of people who 
sustain fractures from a fall die within the first year. "So we wanted to come up with a 
product that could help people," he said. 
Where can I find It? Comfihips.com. Retailing for $69.99, each package comes with 
two pads. two undergarments and tips on preventing falls. Sizes range from small to 
XXX-large. 

Videos. and play games. But unlike sites like 
Facebook or Instagram. GromSocial.com 
also offers kid-friendly safety tips. tutoring 
help, anti-bullying and anti-drug/smoking 
messages, and breaking news and video on 
health and fitness, gaming, sports and 
entertainment. Monitored by adult 
volunteers around the clock. 
GromSocial.com requires parents or 
guardians to approve every friend t heir 
children communicate with, and "report 
cards" are emailed to parents detailing 
whom t heir kids interacted with and what 
subjects were discussed. Members older 
than 16 would be identified as an adult and 
can only become a member with the 
approval of another member 's parent. 
Launched in July. the site has 16.400 
members. 
What Inspired It? Marks, of Melbourne 
Beach. got in trouble for having a Facebook 
account without his parents' permission. 
Darren and Sarah Marks admit they know 
next t o nothing about the Internet, but 
when t hey found out the kind of language 
and other adult cont ent their son was 
being exposed to. they forbade him from 
the site. "I told them. 'But there are no safe 
sites for kids...• said Zach Marks, now 12. So 
he decided to start one himself. 
Where can I let It? GromSocial.com. Kids 
can join for free with a valid email address. 
home address and their parents' 
permission, confirmed by emailed 
authorization and after setting up a 
parent's account. 
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Zach Marks, 12. of Melbourne Beach. cre
ated a website for kids called GromSocial. 
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